
         COLCHESTER PLANNING COMMISSION 
 
 MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

 
APRIL 21, 2009 

 
PRESENT:    Rich Paquette, Tom Mulcahy and Peter Larrabee 
                        
ALSO PRESENT:  Sarah Hadd, Town Planner  
 
1.  Call to Order  
 
T. Mulcahy called the meeting to order at 7:07 p.m. 
 
2.  Public Forum on Inner Village Rezonings 
 
T. Mulcahy opened up the public forum for the purpose of discussing possible rezonings of some 
of the Village properties to General Development that would provide property owners with more 
opportunities.  
 
Chris Conant asked for clarification on the GD District.  S. Hadd explained that the General 
Development district has four different designations (1 thru 4) and is really a mixed-use zoning 
that would allow for a combination of residential and commercial uses such as a doctor’s office, 
a cafe and small retail shops but would not allow a gas station.  S. Hadd reported that there are 
presently properties zoned GD in the village. 
 
Howard Kalter, 168 Village Drive, expressed concern that the Commission is considering 
rezoning properties in the Village because he likes it the way it is and made the point that there 
are several existing businesses on Route 2A. 
 
Mike Joyce, 1055 Main Street, discussed the need to slow the truck traffic down on Route 2A.   
 
Charlotte Gardner discussed the necessity of clear zoning for the purpose of sales and financing. 
She stated that she is in favor of the proposal to rezone properties in the Village to GD because 
that is expanding the allowable uses. 
 
Jerry Allyn, 371 W. Lakeshore Drive, addressed the Commission and spoke on behalf of the 
United Church.  J. Allyn discussed the location of the existing churches, library, Meeting House 
and cemetery and suggested that the Village have a Historical District. 
 
Ester Halden, 851 Main Street, stated that she does not want the Village zoned as a Historical 
District because that would make her residential property become too restrictive.   
 
Ron Niquette said he likes the Village as it is existing and wants to make sure that any new 
development would blend in with what is existing.   
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Dawn Cutler, 58 Village Drive, requested clarification and additional information of a General 
Development district.  She does not really understand what would occur if the zoning would 
change.   She said she can’t support a change without understanding the ramifications of 
rezoning. 
 
S. Hadd responded to the concern raised and provided an overview of a General Development by 
reading the permitted uses in a General Development 1 District as well as discussed the existing 
uses along Main Street.  Members of the Planning Commission provided further explanation and 
discussed the fact that this meeting is for the purpose of obtaining public input and not a decision 
making meeting.   
 
Victoria Rhoades, daughter of the property owner at 274 Main Street, said the property is 
presently zoned Commercial and she needs to know if anything is going to change for the 
property.  She explained that the structure is being condemned and demolished and she wants 
assurance that if it is taken down they do not lose the ability to rebuild a residential home as it is 
also going to be placed on the market.   S. Hadd assured V. Rhoades that the Town will work 
with her and suggested that she contact her at the office to meet regarding that property. 
 
Neil Pease, 989 Main Street, discussed the two properties that he owns on Main Street and 
supported both being zoned GD1 because it would provide him with more flexibility. 
 
James Ehlers, 541 and 531 Main Street, believes it is in the best interest of the Town to zone all 
properties on Main Street to a General Development.  J. Ehlers encouraged the Commission to 
continue to explore the possibility of rezoning to General Development. 
 
Jim Starbuck, 419 Main Street, likes the Village appearance and would like to encourage a 
zoning district that would allow more than one business in a building noting that his property is 
presently non-conforming because he has more than one business in a building.  J. Starbuck 
spoke in favor of the GD zoning but expressed concern that they do not allow drive-thrus and 
noted that his property does have a drive-thru for the ice cream shop and wants to make sure that 
the use can continue. 
 
Pete Lesage, 984 Main Street, discussed his concern about the traffic in the Village.  Chris 
Conant explained how improvements are made to a State Highway through the Metropolitan 
Planning Organization.  
 
The Commission thanked all the public for attending and participating in the forum. 
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3. Discussions on Inner Village Rezonings 
 
Tabled until May 19th. 
 
4. Minutes of April 7, 2009 
 
A motion was made by R. Paquette and seconded by P. Larrabee to approve the minutes of 
April 7, 2009.  The motion passed with a vote of 3 – 0.   
 
5.   Packet Information 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for May 19th. 
 
The Commission reviewed the packet information that they received.  The Commission received 
a working draft copy of “Colchester’s Strategic 5 Year Economic Development Plan”. 
     
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business to be brought before the Commission, a motion was made and 
seconded to adjourn the meeting.  All members of the Commission present voted in favor of the 
motion and the meeting was adjourned at 8:38 p.m. 
 
 
Minutes taken and respectfully submitted by Lisa Riddle. 
 
 

Approved this 19th day of May 2009 
 
______________________________     ______________________________ 
 
______________________________     ______________________________ 
 
  ______________________________     Planning Commission 


